AP United States History Document-Based Question

Note: The following document is adopted from the AP U.S. History College Board Examples

United States History
Section Il
Total Time - 1 hour, 30 minutes
Question 1 (Document-Based Question)

Suggested reading period: 15 minutes

Suggested writing period: 40 minutes

This question is based on the accompanying documents. The documents have been edited
for the purpose of this exercise.

In your response you should do the following:

Thesis: Present a thesis that makes a historically defensible claim and responds to all
parts of the question. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in one
place, either in the introduction orin the conclusion.
Argument Development: Develop and support a cohesive argument that recognizes
and accounts for historical complexity by explicitly illustrating relationships among
historical evidence such as contradiction, corroboration, and/or qualification.
Use of Documents: Utilize the content of at least six documents to support the stated
thesis or a relevant argument.
Sourcing the Documents: Explain the significance of the author’s point of view,
author’s purpose, historical context, and/or audience for at least four documents.
Contextualization: Situate the argument by explaining the broader historical events,
developments, or processes immediately relevant to the question.
Outside Evidence: Provide an example or additional piece of specific evidence
beyond those found in the documents to support or qualify the argument.
Synthesis: Extend the argument by explaining the connections between the argument
and one of the following:

o Adevelopment in a different historical period, situation, era, or geographical

area.
o Acourse theme and/or approach to history that is not the focus of the essay
(such as political, economic, social, cultural, or intellectual history).

How did President Carter’s actions to resolve the Iran Hostage Crisis align with
executive powers as outlined in Article Il of the U.S. Constitution?
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AP United States History Document-Based Question

Background Information

The summary below is for background information. Analysis of it is not required and will not count toward
the required documents.

When Jimmy Carter became President in 1977, the United States had provided political support and
military assistance to the government of the shah of Iran for nearly three decades. In return, Iran
provided oil to the industrial West and served as a buffer between the Soviet Union and other oil-
producing nations of the Persian Gulf. The United States had a stake in keeping it stable and
independent, but the shah was feeling the consequences of years of brutal and unpopular policies.
His control of Iran was being threatened by a political and religious activist, the Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini, who opposed the shah’s efforts of modernization and Westernization.

In January 1979, the shah fled into exile, and the theocratic regime of Khomeini took power. The
Carter administration made efforts to establish diplomatic relations with the new government but
was met by resistance. Negotiations deteriorated in October 1979 when Carter, citing “humanitarian
principle,” permitted the shah to enter the U.S. for cancer treatment. Though deeply opposed to this
U.S. move, the new Iranian prime minister gave assurances that their government would protect the
safety of U.S. diplomatic personnel in Iran.

On November 4,1979 more than 3,000 students overran and occupied the American embassy in
Tehran, initially taking 66 U.S. diplomatic and military personnel as hostages; 52 would ultimately be
held. Opposing this action, the Iranian prime minister resigned in protest, consolidating Khomeini’s
control of the government. The students demanded a return of the shah in exchange for the hostages.
In April 1980, after months of negotiations failed to result in the release of the hostages, the United

States broke off diplomatic relations with Iran.

By 1980, Carter’s staff lamented there were “Two White Houses,” one handling the Iran Hostage Crisis
and the other consumed with everything else. That year, Carter approved a hostage rescue mission,
but it failed, and the crisis continued as he campaigned for re-election. The government of Iran, now
involved in a war with neighboring Iraq, was desperate for money and seemed willing to release the
hostages. After losing his bid for re-election, Carter worked tirelessly up until the day of Ronald
Reagan’s Inauguration ceremony on January 20 to secure their release. That morning Carter
announced that the United States and Iran had reached an agreement. At 12:33 pm, the first plane
carrying hostages took off from Tehran, with the second leaving nine minutes later. The Hostage Crisis
in Iran concluded after 444 days.
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Document1

Source description: Article I, Section 2 of the United States Constitution outlining powers of the
Executive Branch (National Archives Identifier: 1667751)

Article Il, Section 2

The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, and of the
Militia of the several States, when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may
require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon
any Subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant

Reprieves and Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of Impeachment.

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided
two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and
Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of
the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein
otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest
the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts

of Law, or in the Heads of Departments.
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Document 2

Source description: Situation in Iran from the Records of Interdepartmental and
Intradepartmental Committees, 11/4/1979 (National Archives Identifier: 40492561)

DECLASSIFIED NND 81205
by MP/MAS 12/15/2015

- Situation in Iran as of 0700 EST November 4, 1979
E At about 0345 EST (Noon Tehran time) the American
o Embassy compound in Tehran was overrun by about 3,000
;/S demonstrators. The demonstrators.inside the compound
;73_0(2\ are unarmed, in their early twenties. They may be a
il ? mixture of studerts and members of the Islamic guerilla
f(D_S group Mujahedin ¥halg. The demonstrators first penetrated
ot the Chancery building through a basement window and then
;?3”0 proceeded to occupy the ground floor of the Chancery.
e The demonstratcors in the early stages of the incursion
:9’ * ' took hostage four Marine Security Guards and the Embassy
;72T Security Officer. Our Charge and Political Counselor
e happened to be at the Foreign Ministry at the time of the
ji(3) attack. They ané the Embassy contacted the Prime Minister's
:—D Office .and were promised that Iranian security forces would
:? be sent to the rescue. No help came, and the Embassy after

‘ ff an hour's siege, including attempts to set the building on
i fire and the use of a torch to try to cut through the up-
Ca stairs stéeli.doors, found it necessary to let the demonstrators
2A in on the upper floor.
B At that time there were about 80 Embassy employees,
NEA(10) American and Iranian in the Chancery. Another group of
ZUR employees was uncéer seige in the Consular Section, a separate
=] building on the compound. When the demonstrators entered the
= second floor of the Chancery, the Embassy employees were led
“ILRE?P out. 11 Americans remained in the Communications vault but
EQITOE nave subsequently surrendered. Current reports indicate that
ggé%E;L) all of the hostag=s are beinag kept within the compound,
CIx(LDX) Charge Laincen is now in Foreign Minister Yazdi's
2SA(LDX office. Yazdi indicated they are attempting to despatch
DOZ (LDX) Ayatollah Behesti to the compound to speak with the demon-
TREAS (LDX) strators. The Embassy compound is surrounded by unidentified
~CDA security forces.
11/%0(2)
=

Two people from the Foreign Office have been
sent to the compound to get in touch with the demonstrators.
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DECLASSIFIED NND 81205

by MP/MAS 12/15/2015 SECRET

me, there are no reports of any injuries to

he British Embassy in Tehran reports that a
in has been issued indicating all Americans
The bulletin also urged other students not

0k

to join the demonstration.
The occupying students have issued
ing the extradition of the former Shah.

conspiracies of imperialism and Zionism.

compound.

‘‘‘‘‘ 4

/

described the occupation as a protest against the

called on other student groups not to try to enter the

W

a statement demand-
The statement

The students

bt ol P

“Harold H. Saunders
Assistant Secretary

Bureau of Near Eastern and
South Asian Affairs

Sepio; Wgtcb_Officer

Robert S. Steven
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Hostage Crisis in Iran, 11/17/1979 (National Archives Identifier: 23902373)
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3. (RESRET - ENTIRE TEXTZ

B. THE PRESIDENT WAS JECIDED TO MAKL A PERSONAL APPEAL
70 SELECTED WORL) LEADERS REGARDING TME AMEXICAN ENBASSY
HOSTAGES IN IRAN TO SOLICIT STRONGER PUBLIC STATEMENTS OF
SUPFGRT AND INCREASED PRIVATE EFFORTS TO SECURE THE RELEASE
OF THE HOSTAGES. ;

3. ANBASSAPOR IS REQLESTZD TO AIRANGE AN USGENT NEETING
IYH THE CHICF oF STA?E TO PISCUSS TEE HOSTAGE SITUATION.

LL LIVE SSACE FRon IDENT CARTER.
a, &Ig! gc lﬁ E'?lc Y Sﬂsgt! ﬂaKE HOWUN THAT YoUu
AT THE HEETING THE FOLLOMING ’0{'1’3 SHOULD 3E MADE!

== THE PRESIBENT RHAS ASKED HIS ARMBASIAZORS T¢ CALL OK
SCLECTED KEAPS OF STATE TO DISCUSS THE CGRAVE SITUATION In

S

-

|eceer

L.

Al

Source description: Department of State Briefing Memorandum providing an update on the

L
..
o

TOECIT .
Ay,
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Document 4

Source description: Excerpt from Executive Order 12170 signed by Jimmy Carter on
November 14, 1979 (Federal Register)

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 12170
Nov. 14,1979, 44 FR. 65729
BLOCKING IRANIAN GOVERNMENT PROPERTY

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and laws of the United
States including the International Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.A. sec. 1701 et seq.
[this chapter], the National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. sec. 1601 et seq. [section 1601 et seq. of this
title], and 3 U.S.C. sec. 301 [section 301 of Title 3, The President].

[,JIMMY CARTER, President of the United States, find that the situation in Iran constitutes
an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security, foreign policy and economy of the United
States and hereby declare a national emergency to deal with that threat.

I hereby order blocked all property and interests in property of the Government of Iran, its
instrumentalities and controlled entities and the Central Bank of Iran which are or become subject to
the jurisdiction of the United States or which are in or come within the possession or control of
persons subject to the jurisdiction of the United States.

The Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to employ all powers granted to me by the
International Emergency Economic Powers Act [this chapter] to carry out the provisions of this
order.

This order is effective immediately and shall be transmitted to the Congress and published in
the Federal Register.

JIMMY CARTER
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Document 5

Source description: President Jimmy Carter’s Annotated Statement on the Failed Rescue
Mission Regarding the Hostages in Iran, 4/25/1980 (National Archives Identifier: 593298)

ANNOUNCEMENT/RESCUE MiSS1ON TERMINATION 4/25/80 ool A Fag?

1. (LATE YESTERDAY 1 CANCELLED A CAREFULLY PLANNED OPERATION
2 WHICH WAS UNDERWAY IN IRAN TO POSITION OUR TEAM

3. [ FOR A RESCUE OF THE AMEREE&E_EQ§]AGES

4, \WHO HAVE BEEN HELD CAPTIVE THERE SINCE NOVEMBER 4.
5 EQUIPMENT FAILURE IN THE RESCUE HELICOPTERS

6. MADE IT NECESSARY TO END THE MISSION.

7

8,

. { AS OUR TEAM WAS NITHDRAWING,
TWO OF OUR AIRCRAFT COLLIDED ON THE_GROUND

IN A REMOTE DESERT LOCATION IN IRAN. é7£ /—t/éz/""é)
gl e AEN
9. THERE WAS NO FIGHTING & NO COMBAT. AR RRIA

10.¢BUT TO MY DEEP REGRET, 8 OF THE CREWMEN ON THE 2 AIRCRAFT WERE KILLED,
11.UAND SEVERAL OTHER AMERICAMS WERE HURT IN THE AQQIQENT.

12, OUR PEOPLE WERE IMMEDIATELY AIRLIFTED OUT OF IRAN.

lS.g\HOSE WHO WERE INJURED ARE GETTING MEDICAL TREATMENT,

14, CAND ALL OF THEM ARE EXPECTED TO RECOVER.
/)747/&“/15»65 oy sl e T A A s T2ES
No T LT~
- A= 7E22
L secelde 9=
gy 7R Qlfee/ AT .
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Document 6

Source description: Text of Khomeini’s Message on Hostage Situation, 3/10/1980 (National
Archives Identifier: 6116636)

FRIS 31 (SEE 24--¥Approved For Release 2005/01/30 : NLC-6-31-2-2-7
W -— ko

TEXT OF KHOMEYNI’S KESSRGE ON HOSTAGE SITUATION

LD104200 TEHRAN DOMESTIC SERVICE IN PERSIAN 1036 GNT 10 HAR 80 LD

(TEAT) FOLLOWING THE JOINTSESSIUN OF THE REVOLUTION
'COUNCIL AND THE COUNCIL OF NINISTERSs WHICH TOOX PLACE
THIS HORNING IN T&é PRESENCE OF INRM KHOHEYNI AT HIS
TEAPORARY RESIDENCE, THE LERDER OF THE REVOLLTION
ADIRESSED AN INPORTANT MESSRGE TO THE IkRNIBN NATION,

IN CONNECTION YITH THE 11§, HOSTRGES OF THE FORHER
1.8, EWERSSY: THE LEADER OF THE REVOLUTION RDIRESSED R
HESSAGE TO THE IRANIAN NATION AS FOLLOWS:

IN THE NANE OF GODs THE NERCIFULs THE CORPASSIONATE,

NOBLE TRUGGLING MATION OF IRAN. CRIKES COMRITTED
BY THE SHAH AND THE UMITED STATES NEED N PRDOF.
THE SHEH AND THE UMITED STATES HRDE LS DEPENDENT IN ALL

FIELDS. HURDERs VILIFICATION: IMPRISONRENT AHR EXILE

ERE COWHON PRACTICE FOR THESE CRIMWINALS. HE SHALL

FIGHT THE U.S, GOUERNNENT T0 THE END OF OUR LIUES,

HE SHALL MOT REST UNTIL WE PUT THE UNITED STATES IN ITS PLACE,
CUT OFF ITS HANDS FROM THE REGIONs HELP ALL LIBERATION
FIGHTERS TO DEFEAT IT AND ENAELE THE IRRNIAN

PEOPLE TO TAKE QUER THEIR OUN DESTINY.

70 US THERE IS MO DIFFEREMCE BETHEEN THE AGGRESSIVE
ERST AND THE CRIMINAL WKEST, WE SHRLL FIGHT ANDs AS
JUSTICE SHALL PREVAIL, WE SHALL TRIUMPH. U,§, DOHINATION
EHTRILS CRLAMITY FOR ALL THE OPPRESSED NATIONS. THE
RGGRESSION COMMITTED BY THE RBGRESSIVE EAST HAS
DISGRARCE RISTORY.

DEAR IRANIAN MRTION: DEHARE; RS WE HAVE LONG YEARS
OF STRUSRLE AMEAD OF US. TO DESTROY YOUs THE SUPERPOWERS
ARE ENGRGED DAILY IN PLOTS, THE DEVIL®S WISCHIEF
HARNS THE PPRESSED, (PREUIOUS SENTENCE IN RRABIC--FBIS)
THE QUESTION RAISED NOWAGAYS IS THE LNITED STRTES AND THE
AXCRICAN HOSTAGES AND SPIES WHO ARE HELD BY THE MUSLIM
AYD STRUGGLING STUDENTS. IK THIS CONNECTION I SHALL
HRKE R FEW POINTS® £ oI5
T - - —=Approved For Release 2005/01/30 : NLC-6-31-2-2-7———
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Te LYrTES TR
ROUERNMENT AND THApIE:oroved For Release 2005/01/30 NLC-6-31-2-2-7

s W

“'~ AURILABLE TO THE COMNTNTOH OF INGUIRY INTR THE Crines 'O
CORSITTED BY THE .5, GOUERNHENT AND THE SHAH. RS FOR
THE ROSLIM STUDENTS: IF THEY TOD HAUE RNY EVIDENCEs THEN
THEY SHOULD PROVIIE COPIES TO THE COMMISSION,

2, THE NEETING MITH THE HOSTRGES INUOLUED IN
(COMPILINA--FBISY THE BOSSIER 0H THE CRINES COMMITTED
BY THE SHAM RNT THE UNITED STHTES CAM TAKE PLRCE FOR THE
PURPGSE OF THEIR INTERROGRTION.

3. IF THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY ANNOUNCES ITS VIEWS
[§ TEMRAN AROUT THE CRIRES CONMITTED BY THE DUSTED SHAH

STATES, THEN A NEETING WITH THE HOSTRGES (RS HEARD)
CAH TAKE PLACE,

RAGAIN I DECLARE MY SUPPORT FOR THE REVOLUTION
IL BND HIS EYCELLENCY THE PRESIDEKT AND CALL ON
ONE T HELP THER AND SPARE ND EFFDRTS IN SUPPORTING
K. 1 WRNT ALL STRATR TO FOLLOM THE PRAISERDRTHY
WIC ETHICS AND SRFEGUARD FRATERNAL RIGHTS.

il C
UERT
Jf
[F1}
1SR

o ‘ m |"-l

#Y DEAR GISTERS AND BROTHERS: TODAY IS THE DAY OF

UYITY AND UNRNIHITY: TORBY IS THE DAY WHENs IF YOU

SR I YOLR UNITY: THEM YOU WILL BE TRAPPED EITHER

BY TUE ERST OR THE WEST. NEVER ADHERE TO R SINGLE IDER:
T4 WMHATEUER SCRUES THE INTEREST OF THIS LAND THE

1SLBEIC HATION, THE WOUENENT OF THE MOBLE KATION OF
TRRY CONTINUES T CUT OFF THE HANDS QF THE ENERIES,

$h LONG RS THE UNITED ‘THT&S ANT DTHER SLPEQDGAERS
CONTINUE HITH THEIR OPPRESSIDN AND CRIHES: OUR NATION
TOD WILL CONTINUE ITS CONFRONTRTION AND STRUGRLE RGRINST
THEN: WHILE SAFEGUARDING ITS COMPREHENSIVE INDEPENDENCE
WITH RLL ITS MIGHT.

17T IS UP T THE INTELLECTUALS TO INCRERSE THEIR
(EFFORTS IN EXPOSING THE bﬁ?E?POAEDS ND POUERS, I HOPE THAT
(MOMEYNT HILL NEUER DEVIATE FROM THE STRRIGHT PATH
OF ISLAHs HHICH IS FIGHTING RGAINSYT THE OPPRESSIVE
POUERS. AND HILL NEUER REST IN RERLIZING ISLARIC
G0ALS: AS I HOPE DUR MUSLINSs ESPECIALLY THE STRUGGLING
IRANIAN NATIONs KILL EMBEAVOR TOHARD RCHIEVING THIS
ISLARIC GOAL AND CONTINUE THEIR STRUGGLE AGAINST THE
OPPRESSDRS OF THE EAST AND KEST.

1 PRAY T GOD ALMIGHTY FOR THE VICTORY OF ISLAN ﬁND THE
NUSLINS. GOD RLESS YOU ALL.

(SIGNED) RUHOLLAM NDSAUI KHOMEYNI: _ 49 HARCH 1980,
0 AR 12547 OLB/THO?"

"””"“'”‘“”“‘NmmwdFmRamwexmamﬂorucs31227 “““
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